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Welcome! A couple of notes before we get 
started… 
 
• Your feedback is valuable to us! Please fill 

out the survey provided at the conclusion 
of the presentation. A link will be provided 
in the chat box  
 

• During the last 10 minutes of this 
presentation  Matthew will address your 
questions! Please submit them in the chat 
box and he will answer as many questions 
as time allows. If you have additional 
questions please direct them to 
healthy_food_choices_in_schools@cornell.
edu  
 

Please enter your email address in the chat 
box if you wish to receive updates from 
Healthy Food Choices in Schools. 
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Timeline of Select Farm to School Events 
• 1996: Farm to school efforts begin—Santa Monica Unified School District implements a 

farmers’ market salad bar and the New North Florida Coop sell collard greens to 13 schools in 
Gadsden County. 
 

• 2000: In partnership with AMS, FNS releases “Small Farms/School Meals Initiative Town Hall 
Meetings” report. 
 

• 2004: First National Farm to Cafeteria Conference at Kenyon College (central Ohio). 
 

• 2005: USDA FNS releases “Eat Smart-Farm Fresh-A Guide to Buying and Serving Locally-Grown 
Produce in School Meals” report.  
 

• 2007: National Farm to School Network is established with funding from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation. 
 

• 2009: USDA establishes Farm to School Team and completes site visits to 15 school districts. 
 

• 2010: Passage of the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA) formally establishes the USDA 
Farm to School Program and authorizes $5 million in annual funding. 





HHFKA 2010 
Section 243: Access to Local Foods 

The Secretary shall create a Farm to School Program to 

1. Distribute grant funding to improve access to local foods in schools.  

2. Provide training and technical assistance to improve access to local foods in 

schools. 

3. Disseminate research and data on existing programs and opportunities for 

expansion. 
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Trends 



State Legislation Supporting Farm to School 

• First state legislation supporting farm to 

school passed in 2001 in California and New 

Mexico. 

 

• To date, 46 states have proposed or enacted 

legislation supporting farm to school.  

» In 2012 and 2013 alone, 20 states passed farm to 

school related legislation, and 17 other states 

introduced legislation.  

 

• Legislation tends to vary by state needs and 

interests. 
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www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census/#/ 



Bringing the farm to school in school year 2012-2013 











Additional Emerging Farm to School Outcomes 

Bontrager Yoder et al. (2014) assessed the effectiveness of Wisconsin farm to 

school programs in increasing students’ (3rd – 5th graders) fruit and vegetable 

intake.  

» Study found that there was a higher willingness to try fruit and vegetables, 

knowledge of nutrition/agriculture, and fruit and vegetable availability at lunch.  

» Study suggests that longer-term data are needed to further assess farm to school 

programs. 

 

Bishop (2014) evaluated a farm to school intervention (5th graders) that included a 

variety of environmental and educational components. 

» Study found knowledge, norms, and intentions improved over time, but only beliefs 

about fruit and vegetables significantly improved. 

» Study suggests that future research should consider longer interventions. 



Resources 



Assess state programs 





Thank you, questions? 
 
Matthew Benson 
USDA Farm to School Program 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool 
matthew.benson@fns.usda.gov 
202-720-6740 
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Your feedback is important to us! Please help us evaluate our efforts by filling 
out this survey: https://vte.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_cu3kfpI4hHoTU6V 
(a clickable link is in the chat box) 
 
A recording of this webinar will be available shortly at: 
learn.extension.org/events/1692 
 
If you have additional questions or would like to learn more about Healthy 
Food Choices in Schools please contact: 
healthy_food_choices_in_schools@cornell.edu   

Thank you for attending!  
We hope you found the presentation informative and useful!  
 
 


